
MINUTES 
CALLED MEETING OF THE 

COLQUITT COUNTY BOARD OF C01\1MISSIONERS 
TUESDAY, NOVEM:BER22, 2016 

5:00 o'clock p.m. 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:00 o'clock p.m. by Chairman 
Terry R. Clark. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss various county issues and to 
conduct any other county business deemed necessary. The meeting was duly called and 
advertised. 

PRESENT: Those present were Commissioners Chris Hunnicutt, Marc DeMott, Paul 
Nagy, Johnny Hardin, and Chairman Terry R. Clark. Also present were County 
Administrator Chas Cannon, County Attorney Lester M. Castellow, and County Clerk 
Melissa Lawson. 

ABSENT: Commissioner Luke P . Strong, Jr. and Commissioner Donna Herndon. 

ALSO PRESENT: E-91 1 Director Theresa Warburg, Solid Waste Manager Stacy Griffin, 
Maintenance Superintendent Mac Lawson, Staff Accountant David Zeanah, WW ALS 
Watershed Coalition President John Quarterman, Chief Compliance Officer Justin H. Cox, 
Economic Development Authority President Darrell Moore, and Economic Development 
Authority board members Daniel Dunn, Dennis Futch, and Barbara Jelks. 

ECONOl\1IC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY REQUEST: Darrell Moore, 
President of the Economic Development Authority, began his presentation by reviewing 
recent retail growth in Moultrie - Colquitt County. 

Mr. Moore discussed the huge economic impact that the Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine (PCOM) would have not just on the local community, but upon the 
surrounding region. Mr. Moore discussed Business Incubator space located at Citizens 
Business Park and presented a financial report for the EDA. 

At this time, Mr. Moore stated that Moultrie was one of several locations being considered 
as a potential location for a new manufacturing plant. Mr. Moore discussed a recent site 
visit by the potential company as well as the economic impact the company would have on 
the region if the decision was made to locate in Moultrie - Colquitt County. 

In order to persuade the manufacturing company to locate in Moultrie - Colquitt County, 
Mr. Moore presented an incentive summary consisting of local investments and Georgia 
investments, for a total estimated value of $16,237,680.00. Mr. Moore noted that this offer 
was inclusive of personal and property tax concessions, building lease concessions, as well as 
a potential building gift and renovations to the Hurst Building. 

In order to remain competitive, Mr. Moore requested additional financial assistance from the 
county if the potential manufacturing company were to come back to Moultrie for further 
consideration as a potential location. 
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Discussion ensued regarding the timeline for future correspondence from the potential 
company. 

Mr. Moore noted that the last company of comparable magnitude to locate in Moultrie -
Colquitt County was Miller Brewing Company in 1980. 

Discussion ensued regarding the scope of job creation and economic impact that the 
potential company would have on the area. 

Daniel Dunn, EDA board member, asked if the commission required additional information 
in order to make a decision. 

Commissioner Hardin suggested contacting Mr. Cannon when further communication was 
received from the potential company. 

Mr. Moore stated that he felt the situation was a good possibility and prospect for Moultrie -
Colquitt County and proceeded to recognize all EDA board members in attendance. 

Dennis Futch, EDA board member, stated that the incubator space previously discussed in 
the meeting was the only project that would return money to the EDA and have the 
possibility to reduce future financial requirements from the county. 

Mr. Moore thanked the board for the opportunity to address them. 

WWALS WATERSHED COALITION, INC: At this time, John Quarterman, 
President of the WW ALS Watershed Coalition, Inc., addressed the board regarding the 
importance of water trails in Colquitt County. 

BUDGET UPDATE: David Zeanah, Staff Accountant, presented a brief review of the 
county's major financial funds, citing no major issues or concerns. 

MID-MONTH REVIEW: Mr. Cannon reviewed upcoming agenda items with the 
board: 

• Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance - Mr. Cannon stated that the Invocation and 
Pledge of Allegiance would be led by Commissioner Marc DeMott. 

• Ratification of Approval to Purchase Replacement Patrol Vehicle - Sheriff's 
Department - Mr. Cannon stated that verbal approval was obtained via phone poll 
in order to purchase a new patrol vehicle to replace Unit #9489, a 2014 Dodge 
Charger that was damaged during Hurricane Hermine. Mr. Cannon stated that the 
new vehicle, a 2015 Dodge Charger at a purchase price of $24, 157 .00, was located at 
Robert Hutson Ford. Mr. Cannon noted that funding for the vehicle would be 
derived from both insurance recovery funds and SPLOST funds . 

• Appointment to Board of Assessors - Mr. Cannon stated that correspondence was 
recently received from the Board of Assessors requesting that Mr. Johnny Spooner be 
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appointed to an additional three year term. Upon re-appointment by the Board, Mr. 
Cannon noted that Mr. Spooner's term would expire on December 31, 2019. 

• Appointment to Southwest Georgia Workforce Development Board - Mr. Cannon 
presented a letter received from the Southwest Georgia Workforce Development 
Board requesting the re-appointment of Mr. Torey Wingate to an additional three 
year term. Mr. Cannon noted that, if re-appointed, Mr. Wingate's term would 
expire on December 31, 2019. 

• Appointments to Southwest Georgia Regional Commission - Mr. Cannon informed 
the board that all Southwest Georgia Regional Commission appointments, 
consisting of Paul Nagy, council member; Henry Crumley, Jr, non-public council 
member; and Dollie Crumley, non-public additional member , were set to expire 
December 31 , 2016. Mr. Cannon noted that Mr. & Mrs. Crumley had both agreed 
to serve additional terms. 

• Approval of Invoice - Mauldin & Jenkins - Mr. Cannon presented an invoice, in the 
amount of $18,000.00, submitted by Mauldin & Jenkins, LLC representing progress 
work performed thus far on the FY 15 - 16 county financial audit. 

• Proposed Amendments to Purchasing Ordinance - Mr. Cannon reviewed specific 
amendments to the county purchasing ordinance that would assign specific 
procurement procedures to specific dollar thresholds. Mr. Cannon noted that a 
provision for local vendor preference was also included in the amendments. 

• Public Hearings - Mr. Cannon reviewed four zoning issues that would require the 
facilitation of public hearings during the December board meeting: 

o Variance Request - An application for variance submitted by Hugo DelAngel 
- Martinez regarding the division of property located at 581 R.L. Sears Road 
under the legacy provision of the Zoning ordinance; 

o Request for Rezoning - An application for rezoning submitted by John 
Warner in order to rezone 2.0 acres located at 424 US Hwy 319 North from 
AG to C-3 to allow for the existing use of an established business; 

o Special Use Permit - An application for a Special Use Permit received by 
John Warner in order to operate an existing wrecked motor vehicle 
compound located at 424 US Hwy 319 North; 

o Request for Rezoning - An application submitted by BMLF Properties, LLC 
to rezone 7.94 acres located on 3151 Avenue SE to allow for a new 
development of residential, duplex type dwellings; 

Mr. Cannon noted that the Moultrie - Colquitt County Planning Commission 
unanimously approved all of the zoning applications presented. 
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ADMINISTRATOR UPDATES: At this time, Mr. Cannon reviewed several key, 
pertinent issues with the board. 

• Recognition of County Employees - Elections - Mr. Cannon stated that he wished 
to recognize the exemplary performance of all election related officials, specifically 
Paula McCullough, Registrar and Darren Roberson, Elections Technician. Mr. 
Cannon stated that the recent presidential election resulted in record numbers of 
Colquitt County voters participating in early voting. Mr. Cannon stated that he 
would also like to take this opportunity to share key voting statistics with the board. 

• Maintenance Update - Mr. Lawson proceeded to update the board on ongoing 
maintenance issues, beginning with upcoming renovations to space designated for 
Coroner Verlyn Brock. Mr. Lawson requested to know the board's preference 
regarding partial or complete renovation of the area. It was the consensus of the 
board to completely renovate the space intended for the Coroner. 

Mr. Lawson reviewed the latest information regarding roof repair options at various 
county facilities. Mr. Cannon stated that specific roof repair options would be 
discussed at the upcoming work session on December 6. 

Mr. Lawson also reviewed damage resulting from a recent fire at the County Prison. 

Mr. Lawson presented pictures of needed window repairs at the Chamber of 
Commerce. Mr. Lawson stated that, upon speaking with Mr. Cannon and Wayne 
Putnal, Finance Director, it was decided that these repairs could be funded via 
SPLOST funding and budgeted funds within the Maintenance Department budget. 
It was the consensus of the board to proceed with these repairs. 

(Justin H . Cox, Chief Compliance Officer, entered the meeting at 6:04 p.m.) 

• Update on Computer Aided Dispatch - E-911 - Mr. Cannon stated that funding was 
included in the FY 16 - 17 budget regarding the purchase of new Computer Aided 
Dispatch (CAD) system for the E-911 Department. Mr. Cannon called upon 
Theresa Warburg, E-911 Director, to elaborate. 

Mrs. Warburg proceeded to provide the board with details regarding the vendor 
selection process. Mr. Cannon stated that final recommendations for the system 
would be provided at the December board meeting. 

• Recycling Program Proposal - Mr. Cannon stated that, due to several inquires from 
citizens regarding a recycling program, county staff had recently devised a low cost 
program that would generate sufficient revenue to cover program costs. 

Mr. Cannon stated that the overall concept was to create a low cost, voluntary 
program to recycle plastic, newspaper, metal, cardboard and white goods. At a cost 
of $5.00 monthly, Mr. Cannon stated that citizens would transport their recyclables 
to a county facility located off Highway 133 South. Mr. Cannon noted that 
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arrangements to recycle these materials had already been made both locally and in 
Cook County. Mr. Cannon stated that the target date to commence the program was 
December 5 and further stated that it was his belief that it would be utilized by the 
public. 

Discussion ensued regarding the proposed recycling facility . 

• SPLOST Update - Mr. Cannon stated that correspondence was recently generated to 
municipalities regarding timelines and final projected numbers for capital projects to 
be included in the 2019 SPLOST referendum. Mr. Cannon stated that the city and 
county would commence work on the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) in 
December, with final capital project figures due by mid - December. 

At this time, Mr. Cannon requested instruction regarding the current allocation of an 
additional $500,000.00 to the Hospital Authority . 

Discussion ensued regarding the additional allocation to the Hospital Authority. 

APPROVAL OF MOTION TO ALLOCATE ADDITIONAL SPLOST 
FUNDING TO THE HOSPITAL AUTHORITY OF COLQUITT COUNTY: 
Commissioner Hardin made the motion to maintain additional funding, in the amount of 
$500,000.00, currently included in the 2019 SPLOST referendum for allocation to the 
Hospital Autl10rity of Colquitt County. Commissioner Nagy made a second. The motion 
carried unanimously. 

• Latest Update - Parks and Recreation Authority - Mr. Cannon stated that a draft of 
an Intergovernmental Agreement concerning the Moultrie - Colquitt County Parks 
and Recreation Authority had been completed. Mr. Cannon stated that the City of 
Moultrie intended to adopt a mirror resolution of the one adopted by the county in 
order to convey an overall consensus to state legislators and to officially request the 
creation of legislation to form the authority. 

• County Wide E-911 Request - Mr. Cannon stated that a request was received from 
the City of Moultrie to transfer funding for E-911 to the county's General Fund. Mr. 
Cannon explained that the program was currently funded by the City of Moultrie 
and the county's Special Service District. 

Mr. Cannon stated that this would reduce the city portion of funding for the E-911 
program from city taxes and further stated that the county would continue to receive 
all revenue, in the form of E-911 fees, from telecommunication providers. 

Discussion ensued regarding the request. 

• Improvements to Downtown Area - Mr. Cannon stated that the Downtown 
Development Authority had been working on identifying several locations within 
downtown Moultrie that could use improvement. As a result, Mr. Cannon informed 
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. the board that one specific area identified was the county parking lot across from the 
Annex building. Mr. Cannon stated that a final presentation, inclusive of costs, 
would be presented at the December work session. 

• End of Year Salary Adjustment for Full Time County Employees - Mr. Cannon 
stated that he had been requested by Chairman Clark to include an end of year salary 
adjustment for full time county employees as a topic of discussion. 

Discussion ensued regarding the issue. 

KEY DATES: Mr. Cannon presented a list of key, upcoming dates to the board. 

Commissioner Nagy stated that he would also like to re-visit the issue of the installation of a 
traffic light on Veterans Parkway, near the new Colquitt County High School, during the 
work session on December 6. 

There being no further business to come before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:52 
p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

~;(.a£ 
Terry R. Clark 
Chairman 

Approved: 

GQ(l211\l(QY ~ ,2Q(JJ 


